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felted the loyalty and affection of their subjects and been deprived of the Crown by force. On this occasion there had been no open conflict and the previous ruler had lost little of his great popularity ; moreover, the two monarchs were friends and brothers. However, in these difficult and confusing conditions the new King had the support not only of the Prime Minister, the Church and the People, but also of his mother. All through this painful and difficult year Queen Mary had borne herself with a dignity and tact that had confirmed and strengthened the popular belief in monarchical institutions and had demonstrated that those virtues for which the Royal Family had been so conspicuous in the past still retained their value in a changing world. As a pattern of royalty and a symbol of continuity the Queen Mother now enjoyed an increased measure of veneration and respect from all her subjects and the new King and Queen were fortunate indeed that they could always avail themselves of her advice and profit from her example.